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NHONG TRUYEN KE DUGI ANH TRANG: MOT DONG CUA VAN HOA
DAN GIAN NHU LA SUC MANH CUOC SONG & XA HOI CHAU PHI

1. Trong hinh thc don gian nhat, di san
van héa phi vat thé dai dién cho ban chat cua
bat ky nguoi nao boi vi né 1a nhiing gié tri
tinh than va bam sinh ma khdng thé duoc goi
gon trong giGi han co thé. DU sao, phan co thé
d6 1a mot phan ndo bo quan trong nhit cua
con nguoi. Mot sy thé hién phong phd trong
sb nay la dic tinh gia dinh, hoic dao duc xa
hoi ma nguoi cha hodc me truyén day trén co
s cudc sdng hang ngay (qua su nudi dudng)
ddi véi mot dua tré. Khi ban c6 cac dac tinh
nay tir don vi nhé nhit cua chét xdc tac xa hoi
ddi véi con nguoi, cac don vi gia dinh, thi dac
tinh nay tang dan tgi mac chuyén giao nhiing
gia tri do tir thé hé nay sang thé hé khéc & cp
d6 pho bién.

2. Di san vin hoa phi vat thé duoc liét ké
nhu 13 vin héa dan gian trong d6 bao gdbm vin
hoa truyén thong, van hoa dai ching cua
nguoi dan thé hién dudi dang van hoc truyén
miéng, mla, cac bai hat, am nhac, triét hoc,
nghi 18 va 1& hoi. Céc hinh thuc thé hién van
héa thuong xuyén xuat hién giira nguoi dan,
gilp duy tri xa hoi hoac cong dong thong qua
céc nghi I& duoc truyen tir thé hé nay sang thé
hé khac, qua d6 giup bao tdn ban sic van hoa
cua nguoi dan.

3. Van hoéa dan gian cua ching téi ¢
Nigeria va chau Phi bao gdom céc biéu hién
sau day: né minh hoa cho sy sang tao cua
ngudi dan xét trén phuong dién thong diép va
chu @& ma noé chuyén tai; &m nhac, mda va

* Bo Lién bang Du lich, Van hoéa va binh hwdng
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nghé thuat balé; nhac cuy; trang phuc, dao cu
va cac trang phuc khac. Hon thé nira, van hoa
dan gian 1a sitrc manh cudc séng, dam bao su
hoa nhap x& hoi tir gia dinh va cong dong lon
hon. Vin hoa dan gian pho bién d6i véi nhitng
ngudi 16n tudi nhitng ngudi dugc coi la uyén
bac, hoac nhitng nguoi théng thai trong xa hoi
dé tap hop 16p tré cua cong ddng dudi bong
mat cua cay dai thy, cho ho thuong thac
nhitng cau chuyén vé long diing cam cua t6
tién, su can dam, su khoan dung, su hop tac
va triét ly vé thé gi6i. O chau Phi, n6 duogc goi
la nhitng cau chuyén ngéan dudi &nh tring boi
vi n6 dién ra vao llc chang vang sau bira an
t6i. Nhitng bai hoc dao duc tir nhitng cau
chuyén nay 1a rat to 16n va vo gia.

4. Théng qua céac thanh ngir van héa dan
gian, cac x4 hoi 1a sy nhao nin va Ia tim
guong Sau sic cho c&c ndi dung vé dao duc,
luan Iy va triét hoc vo gia vén c6 trong su giau
€0 vin hoa cta nhan dan. Thuc hanh van hoa
vao nhitng dip nay cho phép ching ta biét
diéu nén 1am va khong nén 1am trong xa hoi
cia ching ta. O Nigeria ching t6i hoan
nghénh sang kién cia UNESCO trong viéc
cong bd kiét tac Di san van hoa phi vat thé
ctia nhan loai, véi hy vong rang séng kién nay
s& gilip bao ton di san van hoa phong phu cua
céc quéc gia.

5. Trong mot x& hoi khong dong nhat nhu
& Nigeria, noi ching t6i ¢6 hon 400 dan toc
véi nhitng phong céch riéng va dic diém van
hoa khac biét, van hoa dan gian qua thoi gian
da vuot qua sy phan cach va khi dich chuyén
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c6 su cong sinh 1an nhau, nhu truyén ngan dan
gian va dan ca ctaa cdc nhdm van héa da dang.
Do d6, truyén ké dan gian dong vai trd nhu
mot yéu té théng nhit va hd tro cudc dbi thoai
lién van hoa.

6. Hon bat ctir diéu gi khac, ngoai gia tri
giai tri, vin hoa dan gian c6 gia tri vé mat du
lich mé ra mot thé gigi mai voi nhitng nguoi
khac, ma nhan thtc hay thé gisi quan cua ho
bi han ché hoic gisi han ddi vai trai nghiém
vin hoéa riéng cua ho. Van héa dan gian chinh
la cira s6 cua chung toi dé tim hiéu cach séng
cia ngudi khéc va tham chi 1a dé hiéu thé
gigi. Do d6, nd la mot cdng cu thuc su cho su
hop tac va hiéu biét qudc té.

8. Toi ciing luu y v&i niém vui va niém tu
hao rang hoi thao khoa hoc nay khéng chi la
su pho truong va hao nhoang, ma no la mot
bang chung vé di san vian héa phong pha cua
c4c ban trong d6 bao gom truyén théng truyén
khau, cac hinh thic thé hién, biéu dién nghé
thuat bao gdm &m nhac, mua, nghi 12 va thyuc
hanh x& hoi. Téi mong mudn chan thanh rang
sinh hoat khoa hoc nay s& lam cho ching toi
Mo rong chan troi lién quan dén kién thuc cia
chung ta vé ban than va thé gisi quan./.

A.B.A

(Ng6 Binh Nam Giang dich tw ban
tiéng Anh, Nguy&n Thi Hién hiéu dinh)

TALES BY THE MOONLIGHT: A TRAJECTORY OF FOLKLORE AS
THE LIFE FORCE OF AFRICAN SOCIETY

e Let me first convey to you all the
felicitations and warmest greetings from the
warm part of the world | come from. | say a
big thank you to the Organizers of the
Conference.

e In its simplest form, intangible cultural
heritage represents the essence of any people
because it is those innate and spiritual
gualities which cannot be encapsulated in
physical terms. However, that part of the
being is the most important cerebral part of
humanity. A copious demonstration of these is
the family ethos or communal ethics which a
father or mother passes on daily basis (the
nurturing) to a child. When you take it from
smallest unit of social catalyst for man; the
family unit, it graduates to that of transmitting
those values from generation to generation at
communal level.
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e Intangible  cultural  heritage is
manifested as folklore which includes the
traditional or popular culture of the people
expressed in the form of oral literature dance,
songs, music, philosophy, rituals and festivals.
These forms of cultural expression are regular
occurrence among the people which help to
sustain their societies or communities through
rites of passage from generation to generation,
thereby helping to safeguard the cultural
identity of the people.

e Folklore provides for us in Nigeria and
Africa the following manifestations; it
exemplifies a people’s creativity in terms of
its message and theme; the Music; Dance and
Choreography; Musical instruments;
Costumes, props and other accoutrements.
More than this, Folklore is a life force that
ensures socializations in terms of the family
and the larger community. It is common for
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elders, who are considered sage or the wise
men in the society to gather the youths of the
community under a large Tree which provides
a smoothing shade for them to enjoy stories of
valour of their ancestors, courage, tolerance,
co-operation and philosophy of the world. In
Africa, it is called Tales by Moonlight
because it takes place at dusk after supper.
The Moral lessons learnt are immense and
invaluable.

e Through these folkloric expressions,
therefore, societies are moulded and deeply
mirrored by the invaluable ethical, moral and
philosophical contents inherent in the people’s
cultural wealth. Cultural manifestation such as
this occasion enable us to know the do’s and
don’ts of our society and is usually acquired
through learning curve provided by this
Conference and festival. To this end, we in
Nigeria welcome UNESCO initiative in the
proclamation of masterpiece of intangible
Heritage of humanity with hope that this
initiative will help preserve the country’s
multifarious Cultural patrimony.

e In a heterogeneous society such as in
Nigeria, where we have over 400 ethnic
groups with distinct Cultural traits and
idiosyncrasies, folklore, at times, cuts across
this divide and when translated there is a

mutual symbiosis in the folklores, folktales
and folksongs of these diverse cultural groups,
Hence, folklore acts as a unifying factor and
facilitator of Inter — cultural dialogue.

e More than anything else, beyond the
entertainment value, folklore has touristic
value that opens up a different world to
others, whose perception or worldview is
restricted or limited to their own Cultural
experience. Folklore or our window to
understanding other people’s way of life and
even cosmology. It is therefore a veritable tool
for  international understanding  and
cooperation.

e | note with pleasure and pride that this
occasion is not only one of pomp and
pageantry, it is one with abundant evidence of
your rich cultural heritage which include inter
alia oral traditions, and expressions,
performing Arts including Music, dance,
rituals and social practices. It is my fervent
hope and sincere desire that this Conference
and festival will enable us to expand our
horizon concerning our knowledge of
ourselves and our world view. Once again, |
congratulate you all and | thank you for
listening./.

A.B.A



